REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR

CITY OF DAVAO

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. _19
Series of 2024

AN ORDER CREATING THE DAVAO CITY MUSLIM AFFAIRS OFFICE UNDER
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR, PROVIDING FOR ITS ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE AND DEFINING ITS FUNCTIONS

WHEREAS, Article XIV, Section 17 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides
that the State shall recognize, respect, and protect the rights of indigenous cultural
communities to preserve and develop their cultures, traditions, and institutions;

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 5 of the same guarantees that the free exercise
and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference,
shall forever be allowed;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government
Code of 1991, recognizes the role of indigenous peoples in the society and provides for
the inclusion of indigenous cultural communities among the sectoral representatives in
local legislative bodies;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 9997, otherwise known as the National Commission
on Muslim Filipinos Act of 2009, declares that “it is the policy of the State to ensure the
rights and well-being of Muslim Filipinos with due regard to their beliefs, customs,
traditions and institutions, as well as to further ensure their contribution to national goals
and aspirations and to make them active participants in nation-building”;

WHEREAS, the City of Davao is a multi-cultural city that is composed of Christians,
Muslims, and Lumads and is home to six (6) Muslim Groups, namely, Iranun, Kagan,
Sama, Maguindanaon, Maranao, and Taosug; '

WHEREAS, there is a need to create a local office which will specifically cater to
the needs of Muslims within the City and to promote equality and unity among
Dabawenyos.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, SEBASTIAN Z. DUTERTE, Mayor of the City of Davao,
by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order the following:

SECTION 1. CREATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE DAVAO CITY
MUSLIM AFFAIRS OFFICE. There shall be created a Davao City Muslim Affairs Office
which shall be composed of the deputy mayors of each of the Muslim Groups in Davao
City. It shall be attached to the Barangay and Cultural Communities Affairs Division
(BCCAD) under the Office of the City Mayor which shall oversee the day-to-day functions
of the Davao City Muslim Affairs Office.

SECTION 2. DEPUTY MAYORS. There shall be one (1) deputy mayor for each
of the Muslim Tribes, namely, the Iranun, Kagan, Sama, Maguindanaon, Maranao, and
Taosug to be appointed by the Office of the City Mayor. The Deputy Mayors shall manage
the Davao City Muslim Affairs Office and shall be the primary office to execute the
instructions, programs, and projects of the City Government to promote the welfare,
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