REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR

CITY OF DAVAO

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 38
Series of 2023

AN ORDER CREATING THE INFORMAL SETTLER FAMILIES (ISF) COMMITTEE
AND DEFINING THE POWERS, FUNCTIONS, AND DUTIES THEREOF

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act No. 7279, otherwise known as the Urban
Development and Housing Act (UDHA) of 1992, mandates that “it shall be the policy of
the state to undertake, in cooperation with the private sector, a comprehensive and
continuing Urban Development and Housing Program”;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 11201, otherwise known as the Department of
Human Settlements and Urban Development Act, refers to Informal Settler Families (ISFs)
as those households living in a lot, whether private or public, without the consent of the
property owner; or those without legal claim over the property they are occupying; or
those living in danger areas such as esteros, railroad tracks, garbage dumps, riverbanks,
shorelines, and waterways;

WHEREAS, Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
Memorandum Circular No. 2017-89 - Policies and Guidelines on the Monitoring, Treatment
and Resettlement of Informal Settler Families and the Maintenance of Cleared Areas also
defines Informal Settler Families (ISFs) as underprivileged members of society whose
family income falls within the poverty threshold and must abide with the eligibility
requirements stated under Section 16 of Republic Act No. 7279;

WHEREAS, Section 29 of Republic Act No. 7279 states that “within two (2) years
from the effectivity of this Act, the local government units, in coordination with the
National Housing Authority, shall implement the relocation and resettlement of persons
living in danger areas such as esteros, railroad tracks, garbage dumps, riverbanks,
shorelines, waterways, and in other public places such as sidewalks, roads, parks, and
playgrounds. The local government unit, in coordination with the National Housing
Authority, shall provide relocation or resettlement sites with basic services and facilities
and access to employment and livelihood opportunities sufficient to meet the basic needs
of the affected families”;

WHEREAS, Section 30 of the same Republic Act states that it shall be unlawful
for any person to construct any structure in danger areas. Furthermore, the barangay,
municipal or city government units shall prevent the construction of any kind of illegal
dwelling units or structures within their respective localities;

WHEREAS, Section 43 of the same Act states that “consistent with the
constitutional principle that the ownership and enjoyment of property bear a social
function and to raise funds for the Program, all local government units are hereby
authorized to impose an additional one-half percent (0.5%) tax on the assessed value of
all lands in urban areas in excess of Fifty Thousand Pesos (P50,000)";
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